Mersey & Weaver Fisheries Advisory Committee 24th October, 1979. by unknown
North
Dawson House, Great Sankey 
Warrington WA5 3LW 
Telephone Penketh 4321
F1/A6 17th October, 1979
To: Members of the Mersey and Weaver 
Fisheries Advisory Committee;
(Messrs J.S.Bailey; D.Bridgewood;
F.Egerton; A.Jones; P.Neal;
R.Newton; J.A.Shanahan; Dr.A.G.Kennedy Young;
Dr.M. Pugh Thomas and the Chairman of the 
Authority (G. Mann); the Vice Chairman 
of the Authority (A. Richardson) and the 
Chairman of the Regional Fisheries Advisory 
Committee (T.A.F. Barnes) (ex officio)).
Dear Sir,
A meeting of the MERSEY AND WEAVER FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
will be held at 2.30 p.m. on WEDNESDAY, 24TH OCTOBER, 1979, at 
DAWSON HOUSE, GREAT SANKEY, for consideration of, the 
following business.
1. Appointment of Chairman.
2. Apologies for absence.
3. Minutes of the last meeting (enclosed herewith along with 
the Minutes of the meeting of the Regional Fisheries Advisory 
Committee held on 12th July, 1979).
4. Appointment of Mr.P.Neal to the Committee.
5. Acquisition and Use of Bow Lee Reservoir as a Fishery by 
the Middleton Angling Society.
6. Proposal for Increase in the Bailiffing Staff in the Mersey 
and Weaver area.
7. Report by the Area Fisheries on Fisheries Activities.
Yours faithfully
G. W. SHAW,
Director of Administration
A G E N D A
8. Any other Business.
F1/B23 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
MERSEY AND WEAVER FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
20TH JUNE, 1979
Present: J. S. Bailey, Esq. (Chairman)
D. Bridgewood, Esq. R. Newton, Esq.
J. A. Shanahan, Esq.
24. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence from the meeting were received from
Mr. T. A. F. Barnes, Mr. A. Jones and Mr. G. Mann.
25. INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME TO MEMBER
The Chairman welcomed Mr. D. Bridgewood to his first meeting of the
Advisory Committee.
26. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
(a) in relation to Minute No. 22 (Report by the Area Fisheries 
Officer on Fisheries Activities) the Area Fisheries Officer 
confirmed that the suspension of netting and transfer operations 
imposed due to the outbreak of perch disease within waters in the 
Authority's area was still in force, and would remain so until 
further notice.
(b) In relation to Minute No. 23 (Redundant Reservoirs), members 
expressed concern that in all cases where an otherwise redundant 
reservoir could be utilised as a fishery, all reasonable steps 
should be taken for this to be done, Bow Lee Reservoir acquired 
by Middleton Anglers Association in the late 1960's being an 
example. It was explained that this matter had been the subject 
of a report to the Regional Committee on 30th April, 1979, 
(Minute No. 54) when certain principles in relation to the 
disposal of such properties had been approved. These principles 
had subsequently been approved by the Authority at the meeting 
held on 18th June, 1979.
RECOMMENDED:
That the circumstances of the acquisition of Bow Lee 
Reservoir and its use as a fishery by the Middleton Angling 
Association be examined by the Authority to ascertain 
whether similar arrangements might be made for the benefit 
of fisheries in relation to any of the Authority's redundant 
reservoirs.
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the last meeting of the Committee held 
on 11th April, 19 79, be approved as a correct record and 
signed by the Chairman.
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27. ROLE AND CONSTITUTION OF LOCAL ADVISORY COMMITTEES
The Committee received a report which detailed the role and con­
stitution of local fisheries advisory committees and particularly the 
constitution and membership of the present Mersey and Weaver 
Committee.
In relation to paragraph 4 of the report, and specifically the vacancy 
on the Committee resulting from the death of Mr. P. W. Jennings, it 
was reported that the Mersey and Weaver Anglers' Consultative 
Association had nominated Mr. Peter Neal of 16 Kingston Gardens, Hyde, 
Cheshire, to serve on the Committee as Mr. Jennings' successor.
RESOLVED:
(1) That the report be received.
(2) That the Regional Committee be invited to confirm the 
appointment of Mr. P. Neal to the Committee.
28. LEEDS/LIVERPOOL CANAL,
TRANSFER OF MINEWATER FROM BICKERSHAW COLLIERY
A report was submitted concerning the Leeds/Liverpool Canal and the 
transfer of minewater from Bickershaw Colliery. It was explained that 
following correspondence between the Authority and NCB, the Board were 
hopeful that the water level in the high-chloride containing area 
would not rise to a level where pumping would become necessary again. 
If, however, this was not possible, then the Board would continue 
with the proposal for the transfer of the drainage to Westleigh 
Brook, providing that the necessary planning permission could be 
obtained.
NCB were also currently considering a request for the transfer of all 
minewater to Westleigh Brook in view of the lesser impact on the river 
system compared to the canal.
29. INCOME FROM SALE OF ROD AND LINE LICENCES 1978
A report was submitted which summarised the income from the sale of 
rod and line licences during 1978. Numbers of licences sold showed 
increases in all groups except that of the salmon and migratory trout 
season licence. The greatest increase in the number of licences sold 
continued to be in the freshwater fish and eels group.
30. FISHING OFFENCES AND PROSECUTIONS 1978/79
A report was submitted setting out the fishing offences and prosecu­
tions undertaken by the Authority for such offences during 1978/79. 
The report also summarised the offences and prosecutions within the 
Committee's area during the same period.
The Area Fisheries Officer reported that on a recent spot check 
carried out by bailiffs within the area, 580 anglers had been 
approached and all were in possession of the necessary licence. 
Similarly a further check carried out during the weekend 15th/16th 
June revealed that only 2 anglers out of all 120 checked were not in 
possession of a licence at the time.
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31. REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER 
ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Area Fisheries Officer presented his report on fisheries act­
ivities within the area since the last meeting of the Committee.
Commenting upon the development of fry at Hollingworth hatchery, he 
stated that investigations carried out in relation to the problems 
encountered at the early feeding stage, had revealed that the losses 
sustained had been due to overcrowding of the fry. Steps would be 
taken to ensure this did not occur in the future.
Delays in respect of advice sought and help requested from clubs were 
due to the present heavy workload on the limited existing staff, and 
absence of staff due to illness.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received.
RECOMMENDED:
That as a matter of urgency, the Authority give consideration to 
increasing the bailiffing staff in the Mersey and Weaver area in 
order to meet the increasing requests of angling organisations in 
that area for action and advice.
32. FUTURE FISHERIES POLICY OF THE AUTHORITY
In response to questions concerning the dissemination to angling 
associations of the policy to be adopted by the Authority in the 
future in relation to fisheries, it was explained that this matter was 
at present the subject of internal Authority discussion and would be 
presented to the Advisory Committee in due course.
F2/A1 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
12TH JULY, 1979
P r e s e n t :
J . S .  B a i le y ,  E sq . 
A .G .R . Brown, E sq . 
J .M . C r o f t ,  E sq . 
E .P . E c ro y d , E sq . 
J .H . F e l l ,  E sq .
T .A .F . B a rn e s , E sq . W .F. H obson, E sq . 
R .D . H oughton , E sq .
J .  Jo h n s o n , E sq . 
R .A . P ark  i n ,  E sq .
A. R ic h a rd s o n , E sq . 
M rs. D. W ilson
G. W ilso n , E sq .
1 . APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED:
T h a t Mr. T .A .F . B a rn es  be a p p o in te d  C hairm an o f  th e  R e g io n a l 
F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  Com m ittee f o r  th e  e n su in g  'A u th o r i ty  Y e a r ' .
(T.A.F.-BARNES, E SQ ., CHAIRMAN)
On b e h a l f  o f  th e  C om m ittee , Mr. H oughton e x p re s s e d  h i s  a p p r e c ia t io n  o f  
M r. B a r n e s ' C h a irm an sh ip  o f  th e  C om m ittee d u r in g  th e  p a s t  y e a r  and 
com plim en ted  him on h i s  r e a p p o in tm e n t. Mr. B a rn es  r e p l i e d  ap p ro ­
p r i a t e l y .
2 . MR. P . J .  LIDDELL
The C hairm an p a id  t r i b u t e  t o  Mr. P e t e r  L i d d e l l ,  fo rm er C hairm an o f  th e  
A u t h o r i t y ,  who d i e d  on  1 1 th  M ay, 19 7 9 . M r. L i d d e l l  h a d  s p e c i a l  
know ledge and i n t e r e s t  in  f i s h e r i e s  and h i s  d e a th  was a g r e a t  l o s s  to  
f i s h e r i e s  b o th  l o c a l l y  and n a t i o n a l l y .  Members s to o d  in  s i l e n c e  a s  a 
mark o f  r e s p e c t .
3 . APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
A p o l o g i e s  f o r  a b s e n c e  f ro m  t  h e  m e e t i n g  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  f ro m  
Mr. T.M. F a r r e r ,  M r. G; Mann and Mr. L .B . W illia m s .
4 . INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME TO MEMBERS
The C hairm an welcomed M r. A. R ic h a rd s o n , r e c e n t l y  a p p o in te d  V ice 
C hairm an o f  th e  A u th o r i ty ,  and M e ss rs . A .G .R . Brown and J .  Jo h n so n  to  
t h e i r  f i r s t  m e e tin g  o f  th e  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee . In  d o in g  so  he r e ­
i t e r a t e d  th e  r o l e  and c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  Com m ittee and th e  L o c a l 
A d v iso ry  C om m ittees a s  e n v isa g e d  by th e  A u th o r i ty  on i t s  in c e p t  ion  and 
s t r e s s e d  t h a t  members sh o u ld  a t  a l l  t im e s  c o n s id e r  th e m s e lv e s  r e p ­
r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  f i s h e r i e s  a s  a w h o le , b o th  c o a r s e  and game, th ro u g h o u t 
th e  A u t h o r i t y ' s  a r e a ,  and n o t  a s  th e  d e le g a te s  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  a n g lin g  
o r g a n i s a t i o n  o r  i n t e r e s t .
5 . MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
T h a t th e  M in u te s  o f  th e  l a s t  m ee tin g  o f  th e  C om m ittee h e ld  on 
3 0 th  A p r i l ,  1979 , be ap p ro v ed  a s  a c o r r e c t  r e c o rd  and s ig n e d  by 
th e  C hairm an .
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6. MINUTES OF LOCAL ADVISORY COMMITTEES
A. Mersey and Weaver
The Chairman of the Mersey and Weaver Advisory Committee sub­
mitted the Minutes of the proceedings of the meeting held on 
20th June, 1979.
RESOLVED:
(1) That the Minutes of the meeting of the Merse^ and 
Weaver Advisory Committee held on 20th June, 1979, be 
received.
(2) That the recommendation contained in Minute No. 26(b) 
(Minutes of the last Meeting - Redundant Reservoirs) be 
considered under the appropriate Agenda item.
(3) That the recommendation contained in Minute No. 31 
(Report by the Area Fis h e r i e s  Officer on Fisheries 
Activities - Proposed increase in Bailiffing Staff for 
Mersey and Weaver area) be accepted for submission to the 
Finance and Personnel Sub-Committee for approval.
B . Derwent and West Cumbria
The Chairman of the Derwent and West Cumbria Advisory Committee 
submitted the Minutes of the proceedings of the meeting held on 
25th June, 1979.
RESOLVED:
(1) That the Minutes of the meeting of the Derwent and West 
Cumbria Advisory Committee held on 25th June, 1979, be 
received.
(2) That the resolution contained in Minute No. 37 (British 
Nuclear Fuels Limited - Proposals for Abstract ion from 
Wastwater) be accepted for submission to the Water Manage­
ment Committee for approval.
C. North Cumbria
The Chairman of the North Cumbria Advisory Committee submitted 
the Minutes of the proceedings of the meeting held on 26th June, 
1979.
RESOLVED:
(1) That subject to the deletion of the word 'Director' and 
the substitution of the words 'Chief Inspector' in the fifth 
line of the second paragraph of Minute No. 36 (Fishing
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Effort - Solway Estuary), the Minutes of the meeting of the 
North Cumbria Advisory Committee held on 26th June, 1979, as 
amended, be received.
(2) That the recommendation contained in Minute No. 39 
(Report by the Area F i s heries Officer on Fisheries 
Activities - Goosanders and Mergansers) be considered along 
with the recommendation contained in Minute No. 43(b) of 
the Lune, Wyre and Furness Advisory Committee of 2nd July, 
1979, under item No. 4E of the Agenda.
(3) That consideration of the recommendations contained in 
Minute No. 40 (Draft Netting Rights - River Eden - Carlisle 
City Free Boat Fishing Right) be deferred until the con­
clusion of the remaining items on the Agenda.
D. South Lancashire
The Chairman of the South Lancashire Advisory Committee submitted 
the Minutes of the proceedings of the meeting held on 27th June, 
1979.
(a) In relation to Minute No. 36 (Minutes of the last Meeting - 
Monitoring of Level of Radioactivity in Migratory Fish), the 
Chairman of the South Lancashire Committee stated that his 
Committee had made this recommendation in order to ascertain 
exact details of the investigations carried out by MAFF into 
the effects of radioactivity in the sea on marine life. The 
Chairman of,the North Cumbria Committee suggested that 
similar efforts should be made by the Authority to acquire 
data on the - investigations (if any) carried out in respect 
of Scottish sea areas, which could possibly effect the 
Rivers Eden and Esk in which his Committee had a particular 
interest. The Officers explained that copies of the detail­
ed reports relating to the surveys undertaken by MAFF over 
the past few years were held by the Authority. Because of 
the bulk of this data it was impractical to consider its 
reduction into a single report, it would, however, be 
possible for the reports as printed to be made available at 
the next round of meetings of the appropriate Committees. 
The Regional Fisheries Officer undertook to enquire into the 
availability of similar information for Scottish sea areas. 
The Chairman of the South Lancashire Committee confirmed 
that these arrangements were acceptable to him and would be 
so to his Committee.
RESOLVED:
(1) Th at the Minutes of the meeting of the South 
Lancashire Advisory Committee held on 27th J une, 
1979, be received.
(2) That in view of the information to be made avail­
able to the appropriate Committees (as detailed at (a) 
above), with the approval of the respective Chairmen 
no further action be taken on the recommendation 
contained in Minute No. 36 (Minutes of the last Meeting
- Monitoring of level of Radioactivity in Migratory 
Fish).
(3) That the recommendations contained in Minute No. 43 
(Stocks Reservoir) be accepted for submission to the 
Water Management Committee for approval.
Lune, Wyre and Furness
The Chairman of the Lune, Wyre and Furness Advisory Committee 
submitted the Minutes of the proceedings of the meeting held on 
2nd July, 1979.
In relation to Minute No. 49 (Lancashire Conjunctive Use Scheme), 
the Chairman requested that the first five lines of the second 
paragraph of this Minute up to and including the word 'tunnel', 
be deleted and the following substituted:
"Trout in cages had been placed at intervals in the River Wyre 
from Abbeystead downstream to Catterall. The fish caged at 
Abbeystead had suffered no ill effects from this first trial 
whereas all caged fish downstream had died. No losses had been 
reported amongst wild fish. The mortalities amongst the caged 
fish had not been caused by free chlorine in the water from the 
first disinfection of the tunnel".
RESOLVED:
(1) That the Minutes of the meeting of the Lune, Wyre and 
Furness Advisory Committee held on 2nd July, 1979, as 
amended, be received.
(2) That following consideration of the recommendations of 
the North Cumbria Advisory Committee at their meeting held 
on 26th June, 1979, contained in Minute No. 39 (Report by 
the Area Fisheries Officer on Fisheries Activities - 
Goosanders and Mergansers), and of Minute No. 43(b) (Minutes 
of the las t Meeting - Populations of Goosanders and 
Mergansers) of the Lune, Wyre and Furness Committee, the 
recommendation contained in Minute No. 43(b) (which also 
catered for the recommendation of the North Cumbria 
Committee), be accepted for submission to the Water Manage­
ment Committee for approval.
(3) That in view of the arrangements under taken by the 
Authority in relation to liaison with the owners of fisher­
ies, no further action be taken in relation to the recommen­
dation contained in Minute No. 47 (Fishing Offences and 
Prosecutions 1978/79) concerning the theft of fish from 
private waters.
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7. APPOINTMENT OF REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 1979/80
At the meeting held on 18th June, 1979, the Authority appointed those 
members set out in Appendix 1 to these Minutes to the Committee for 
1979/80.
It was noted that membership of the Committee had been increased (by 4 
to a total of 22) to reflect the recent increase in local authority 
representation on the Authority. Some of the local authorities had 
yet to appoint their representatives on the Authority and the Chairman 
of the Authority had been authorised to make appointments to the 
Committee once the representatives were known. The Authority had also 
agreed that the Chairmen of the five Local Advisory Committees should 
henceforth serve as ex-officio members of the Committee.
8. MEMBERSHIP AND APPOINTMENT OF
LOCAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEES 1979/80
Consideration was given to membership of the five Local Fisheries 
Advisory Committees for the year 1979/80. It was proposed that the 
existing Local Committees should continue in their present form and 
with their present membership, subject to any recommendation by the 
North Cumbria Committee concerning the two vacancies on that Committee 
and any recommendation by the Derwent and West Cumbria Committee 
concerning the one vacancy on that Committee. The Committee was 
then invited to confirm the following nominations in respect of 
vacancies which had arisen on the three remaining Local Committees:-
(1) Recommendation of the Mersey and Weaver Advisory Committee 
(Minute No. 27, 2 0th J u n e , 1979), that M r . P. Neal of 16 
Kingston Gardens, Hyde, Cheshire, the nominee of the Mersey and 
Weaver Anglers Consultative Association, succeed the late 
Mr. P.W. Jennings on that Committee.
(2) Recommendation of the South Lancashire Advisory Committee (Minute 
No. 37, 27th June, 1979), that M r . G. Jones of 1 Caernarvon Road, 
Preston, the nominee of the Lancashire Fisheries Consultative 
Associat ion, succeed M r . T .A . Blackledge on that Committee.
(3) Recommendation of „ the Lune, Wyre and Furness Advisory Committee 
(Minute No. 44, 2nd July, 1979) , that Mr. H.B. Whittam of 29 
Lyndhurst Road, Ulverston, the nominee of the Furness and South 
Cumbria Fisheries Association, succeed Mr. J. Taylor on that 
Committee.
RESOLVED:
(1) That the members listed in Appendix 2 to these Minutes 
be appointed to the respective Local Advisory Committees for 
the ensuing 'Authority Year'.
(2) That the appointment of Mr. P. Neal to the Mersey and 
Weaver Advisory Committee be confirmed.
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(3) That the appointment of Mr. G. Jones to the South 
Lancashire Advisory Committee be confirmed.
(4) That the appointment of Mr. H.B. Whittam to the Lune, 
Wyre and Furness Advisory Committee be confirmed.
9. APPOINTMENT OF FISHERIES REPRESENTATIVES TO 
LOCAL LAND DRAINAGE COMMITTEES
The constitution of the Land Drainage Advisory Committees provides for 
one member to represent fisheries interests on each of the Lancashire 
and Mersey and Weaver Committees and two members for those interests 
on the Cumberland Committee.
RESOLVED:
That the existing members, Mr. E.P. Ecroyd and Mr. W.F. Hobson, 
be reappointed to serve on the Cumberland Committee; Mr. J.H. 
Fell on the Lancashire Committee and Mr. J.S. Bailey on the 
Mersey and Weaver Committee.
10. INCOME FROM SALE OF ROD AND LINE LICENCES 1978
The Committee received a report which summarised income received by 
the Authority from the sale of rod and line licences, during 1978. 
Although licence duties for 1978 had been increased by approximately 
30% from the 1977 values, numbers of licences sold showed increases in 
all groups except that of the salmon and migratory trout season 
licence. The greatest increase in the number of licences sold con­
tinued to be in the freshwater fish and eels groups.
MAFF were currently considering the proposals to introduce a new scale 
of licence duties from 1st January, 1980. Forty-two objections had 
been received to the proposals, the majority from coarse anglers who, 
inter alia, complained of the lack of a viable fisheries service in 
the Authority's southern region. The Regional Fisheries Officer had 
accordingly some two months previously written to the Secretary of the 
National Federation of Anglers, (North West Region) requesting details 
of the coarse anglers' complaints concerning the service and request­
ing constructive criticism and advice to alleviate the situation. To 
date he had not received a reply. Mr. Johnson undertook to look into 
this matter on behalf of the NFA.
11. FISHING OFFENCES AND PROSECUTIONS 1978/79
The Committee received a report which set out the fishing offences and 
prosecutions undertaken by the Authority for these offences during 
1978/79. Detailed reports concerning each committee area, had been 
submitted to the respective Local Advisory Committees at their June/ 
July round of meetings.
On behalf of the National Federation of Anglers (North West Region), 
Mr. Johnson complimented the bailiffing staff upon their efficient 
enforcement of the law in relation to the recent coarse fish close 
season.
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12. DISPOSAL OF REDUNDANT PROPERTIES
It was noted that on 21st May, 1979, the Policy and Resources 
Committee had endorsed the recommendation made by the Committee at the 
meeting held on 30th April, 1979 (Minute No. 54) concerning the 
disposal of redundant properties and that this recommendation had in 
turn been approved by the Authority at the meeting held on 18th June, 
1979.
It was reported that at the meeting of the Mersey and Weaver Committee 
on 20th June, 1979, (Minute No. 26(b)) that Committee had discussed 
the acquisition during the late 1960's of Bow Lee Reservoir by the 
Middleton Angling Association and its subsequent use as a fishery and 
had recommended as follows;
"That the circumstances of the acquisition of Bow Lee Reservoir and 
its use as a fishery by the Middleton Angling Association be examined 
by the Authority to ascertain whether similar arrangements might be 
made for the benefit of fisheries in relation to any of the 
Authority's redundant reservoirs".
The Committee having been reminded of the stringent safety measures 
imposed upon the Authority by the law in relation to the disposal of 
redundant reservoirs, together with the recently approved policy in 
such matters (as described in paragraph 1 above) it was
RESOLVED:
That the circumstances concerning the acquisition of Bow Lee 
Reservoir by the Middleton Angling Association be investigated by 
the officers.
V
13. PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 - 
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC
RESOLVED:
That because of the confidential nature of the following item the 
public be exclude from the meeting during its consideration.
14. DRAFT NETTING RIGHTS - RIVER EDEN - 
CARLISLE CITY FREE BOAT FISHING RIGHT
It was reported that at their meeting held on 26th June, 1979 (Minute 
No. 40) , the North Cumbria Committee had discussed a report which 
detailed the current position in relation to the progress made by the 
Authority's Estates Department in establishing the ownership of the 
netting rights on the River Eden and had recommended as follows:
" (1) That in the view of the Committee, it is essential for the 
protection of fisheries on the River Eden that the Authority 
acquire the Carlisle City Free Boat Fishing Right, on the 
understanding that this netting right will not be exercised by 
the Authority.
(2) That in the opinion of the Committee it is considered essential 
for the maintenance and improvement of fisheries on the River 
E hen that the Authority acquire all netting rights on that 
river". 
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It was explained that in view of the restrictions presently imposed by 
the Government upon public expenditure, the officers considered that 
before making any recommendation on the leasing of the Carlisle City 
Boat Right or any others (not at present available) on the Eden at the 
present time, the attitude of the Authority should be obtained.
RESOLVED:
That the recommendations of the Local Committee be accepted for
submission to the Policy and Resources Committee for approval.
15. POLLUTION INCIDENT - ESCAPE OF GAS OIL INTO 
THE RIVERS KEEKLE AND EHEN
In response to questions concerning the recent pollution incident 
whereby an estimated 16,000 gallons of gas oil had been released into 
the Rivers Keekle and Ehen through the alleged act ion of vandals, the 
Regional Fisheries Officer informed the Committee that he was to 
attend a meeting on Monday 16th July, to be held at the headquarters 
of the Egremont and District Anglers, to discuss the situation.
Although oil booms had been placed into the river systems at various 
points in an endeavour to halt the oil flow, a large amount of oil had 
penetrated to the sea. It was estimated that some 10,000 fish had 
been killed as a result of the pollution mainly sea trout parr 
and smolts. 20 to 30 mg of extra water had been released from 
Ennerdale on 5th July, in an endeavour to flush out residual oil but 
short of a big flood, oil would probably remain in the river systems 
for some considerable time. All possible steps were being taken to 
stabilise the situation.
16. ZANDER
In response to questions concerning the introduction of Zander into 
inland waters, the Regional Fisheries Officer stated that the intro- 
duction of all fish to waters within a water authority area was 
governed by the consent procedure under section 30 of the Salmon and 
Freshwater Fisheries Act, 1975. The Zander was an exotic fish and he 
would certainly not countenance its introduction to waters within the 
Authority area. It would, however, be virtually impossible to prevent 
illegal introduction of these or any other species of fish.
F2/A10
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 1979/80
APPENDIX 1
T.A.F. Barnes
T.M. Farrer
R.A. Parkin
Mrs. D. Wilson
G. Mann (ex officio)
A. Richardson (ex officio)
Mrs. W. Lomas
L.B. Williams
4 vacancies
A.G.R. Brown
J.H. Fell
J. Johnson
Wm. McKenna
G. Wilson
J.S. Bailey (ex officio)
J.M. Croft (ex officio)
E.P. Ecroyd (ex officio)
W.F. Hobson (ex officio)
R.D. Houghton (ex officio)
Nominated to the Authority by
Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food 
Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food 
Secretary of State for the Environment 
Secretary of State for the Environment 
Secretary of State for the Environment 
Secretary of State for the Environment 
Greater Manchester County Council 
Merseyside County Council 
Local Authorities
Appointed as persons interested in 
fisheries in the area.
Chairman Mersey & Weaver Local Committee 
Chairman Lune, Wyre & Furness Local Committee 
Chairman North Cumbria Local Committee 
Chairman Derwent & W.Cumbria Local Committee 
Chairman South Lancashire Local Committee
* NOTE: M r . Mann and M r . Richardson are ex-officio members of the 
Committee by virtue of their positions as Chairman of the 
Authority and Vice-Chairman of the Authority respectively.
F2/A11
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
LOCAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEES 1979/80
APPENDIX 2
NORTH CUMBRIA
Chairman; E.P.Ecroyd,
Low House, Armathwaite, Carlisle, Cumbria. CA4 9ST
A.E.I.Bell, 12 Hallpath, Langholm, Dumfriesshire.
E.Cave, 9 Brunton Crescent, Carlisle, Cumbria. CA1 2AX 
T.Cousins, 28 Maybrough Avenue, Penrith, Cumbria.
Dr.I.J.Faulkner, 5 Fulwith Grove, Harrogate, North Yorkshire. HG2 8HN
A.C.Findlay, Buccleugh Estates, Irvine House, Canonbie, Dumfriesshire.
D G 1 4 0 X G
B.Irving, 22 Moss Rigg, Morton, Carlisle, Cumbria.
J.S.Marshall, Little Cross, Appleby, Cumbria.
Wm.McKenna, 6 Spencer Street, Carlisle, Cumbria, CAl IDA 
R.K.Nicholson, Sleaston How, Kirkby Thore, Penrith, Cumbria.
2 vacancies
DERWENT AND WEST CUMBRIA
Chairman: W.F.Hobson,
Hillside, Cockermouth, Cumbria.
F.Bunting, 30 Dent Road, Mirehouse, Whitehaven.
A.Gleaden, 12 Meadowfield, Gosforth, Cumbria.
JiM.Mawson, Stone House, Scales, Aspatria, Cumbria.
S.G.Payne, Fisheries Manager, The Castle, Cockermouth, Cumbria.
G.B. Sedgwick, 8 Belle Vue, Cockermouth, Cumbria.
R.J.W.Slack, Hartlow,, Silloth, Cumbria.
G.N.F.Wingate, O.B.E.,D.L. , Bridge End House, Cockermouth, Cumbria.
C A 13 O H W
E.Young, 'Gate Ghyll', Brigham, Cockermouth, Cumbria.
1 vacancy
LUNE, WYRE & FURNESS
Chairman: J.M.Croft,
Orchard Farm, Whittingham Lane, Barton, Preston.PR3 5DD
W.Bailey, 10 Mallowdale Road, Lancaster.
R.Barratt, Cowmire Hall, Crosthwaite, Kendal, Cumbria.
R.A.Challenor, Green End, Mansergh, Carnforth, Lancashire.
Major N.J.Clarkson Webb, Buckstone House, Carnforth, Lancashire. 
Dr.J.V.Dyer, District Community Physician, Administrative Offices, 
Slyne.Road, Lancaster. LAI 2HT 
J.H.Fell, White Gates, Backbarrow, Ulverston, Cumbria.LAl2 8PA. 
R.Harper, Collin Field Farm, Kendal, Cumbria.
A.L.Harr is, Blunt How, 12 Eden Park, Scotforth, Lancaster.
G.A.Martin, The Spinney, Levens, Kendal, Cumbria.
* H.B.Whittam, 29 Lyndhurst Road, Ulverston, Cumbria.
G.Wilson, 11 Guildford Avenue, Chorley, Lancashire.
SOUTH LANCASHIRE
Chairman; R.D.Houghton,
13/15 Winckley Street, Preston. PRl 2BJ.
Dr.R .B.Broughton, 9 Victoria Road, Salford.6.
A.G.R.Brown, 10 Dale Road, Golborne, Nr.Warrington.
J.Clegg, 420 Market Street, Whitworth, 0L12 8QN.
J.Johnson, 97 Liverpool Road North, Maghull.
* G.Jones, 1 Caernarvon Road, Preston, Lancashire.
Professor W.E.Kershaw, Mill Farm, Hesketh Bank, Nr.Preston,
Lancashire PR4 6RA 
J.P.Lord, Spring Bank, Cow Ark, via Clitheroe, Lancashire.
R.H.Wiseman, 5 Ribblesdale Place, Barrowford, Nr.Nelson, Lancs.
MERSEY & WEAVER
Chairman; J.S.Bailey,
24 Sandyhill Road, Winsford, Cheshire.
D.Bridgewood, Horsepool Cottages, Mellor, Nr. Stockport.
F.Egerton, 19 Bowden Drive, Northwich, Cheshire.
A.Jones, Orrell Hill Farm, Ince Blundell, Hightown, Liverpool.
Dr.A.G.Kennedy Young, 'Fairways' Ladythorn Crescent, Bramhall,Stockport.
* P.Neal, 16 Kingston Gardens, Hyde, Cheshire.
R.Newton, 3 Old Park Lane, Macclesfield, Cheshire.
J.A.Shanahan, 4 Sunninghill Street, Bolton, Lancashire.
Dr.M.Pugh Thomas, 25 Canning Street, Liverpool.
NOTE The Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Authority and the 
Chairman of the Regional Committee serve on each Local 
Committee in an ex officio capacity.
* Approved by the Committee on 12th July, 1979.
F2/A18 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
MERSEY AND WEAVER 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
24TH OCTOBER, 1979
APPOINTMENT OF MR. P. NEAL TO THE COMMITTEE
On-12th July,,1979, (Minute No. 8(1)), the Regional Committee confirmed the 
appointment of Mr. P. Neal of 16 Kingston Gardens, Hyde, Cheshire, the 
nominee of the Mersey and Weaver Anglers Consultative Association, to serve 
on this Committee as successor to the late Mr. P. W. Jennings.
F2/B20 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
MERSEY AND WEAVER 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
24TH OCTOBER, 1979
ACQUISITION AND USE OF BOW LEE RESERVOIR AS A FISHERY 
BY THE MIDDLETON ANGLING SOCIETY
1. At their last meeting the Committee requested that the circumstances 
of the acquisition of Bow Lee Reservoir by the Middleton Angling 
Society should be investigated (Minute No. 26), to ascertain whether 
similar arrangements might be made for the benefit of fisheries in 
relation to any of the Authority's redundant reservoirs.
2. From enquiries made it is understood that the reservoir which is at 
Middleton, Manchester, was formerly a lodge on the Earl of Wilton's 
estate which was used by Geigy Limited for the supply of water to 
their factory. Middleton Angling Society who already had the fishing 
rights on the water, were able to purchase the reservoir site in 1966 
when it became derelict and the Company ceased to use it.
3. Since then with, it is understood, professional assistance on 
structural and fishery aspects, the Society have developed the site as 
a coarse fishery.
4. As the Committee will appreciate from this information, the ac­
quisition by the Society was from a private firm, the Authority's 
predecessors not being involved in any way.
5. So far as disposal of the Authority's redundant reservoirs is con­
cerned the Regional Committee have subscribed to the policy that 
surplus reservoirs should only be retained as a body of water when 
it is safe to do so and any surplus reservoirs should be sold or 
transferred only to a public authority which is able and willing to 
undertake any necessary repairs and maintenance.
Urn io. &
MERSEY AND WEAVER 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
24TH OCTOBER, 1979
PROPOSAL FOR INCREASE IN THE BAILIFFING STAFF 
IN THE MERSEY AND WEAVER AREA
F2/A26 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
1. At the meeting held on 12th July, 1979, (Minute No. 6 A (3)), the 
Regional Committee accepted the recommendation made at the last 
meeting of this Committee in relation to an increase in bailiffing 
staff for the Mersey and Weaver area, for submission to the Finance 
and Personnel Sub-Committee.
2. The recommendation was subsequently discussed by the Finance and 
Personnel Sub-Committee at the meeting held on 30th July, 1979, 
(Minute No. 66), who resolved as follows:-
"That this matter be deferred for consideration at the meeting to 
discuss the Authority's budget for 1980-81".
Item No*
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
MERSEY AND WEAVER FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
24TH OCTOBER, 1979
REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER ON 
FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
1. RIVER CONDITIONS AND FISHING
Late frosts and heavy rain depressed trout catches during early May, 
but the weather moderated towards the end of the month, and river and 
Stillwater fisheries produced good catches. The Authority’s trout 
fisheries at Upper Rivington and Longdendale have responded well to 
stocking with greater numbers of Rainbow Trout, and have fished con­
sistently well through the summer.
The coarse fishing season opened during a spell of warm weather, and 
good catches were reported throughout the area. The Cheshire Meres 
produced several specimen catches, and have continued to do so through 
July and August. Canal fishing has been variable, but the Leeds to 
Liverpool Canal from Wigan to Bootle has fished exceptionally well, 
with good catches of Tench and Roach reported. Good Perch are also 
being reported in catches from this reach for the first time in 
several years.
2. HATCHERIES
(i) Hollingworth Hatchery
The Brown and Rainbow Trout fingerlings at Hollingworth developed 
well throughout May, June and July, but a flash flood on the night 
of 14/15th August blocked the hatchery screens with debris, causing 
a mortality of 24,000 Rainbow Trout in the raceway. The yearling 
Brown Trout suffered an outbreak of furunculosis in July, but this 
responded to treatment with an antibiotic, and only a few mortalities 
were reported. The yearling Rainbow Trout grew well throughout the 
summer without problems. Very low water levels in the reservoir led 
to operational difficulties, but the water level has now been raised 
to three feet below capacity.
On 31st August the following numbers of fish were being developed.
Age stage Rainbow Trout Brown Trout
0+ Raceway 1,500 28,500
1+ Fry compound 15,000 9,000
2+ Cage 1 and 2 . 60
3+ Cage 3 150
(ii) Pilot Hatchery, Great Sankey
Following completion of the rearing experiment the Tench fry have 
been moved to Bostock Hall stockpool. The need to deal with the 
arrival of 3,000 Grass Carp fry from the Ministry of Agriculture 
delayed the induced spawning of the Mirror Carp brood fish, but 
they have conditioned well, and thrive in the hatchery. The 
Grass Carp are also growing very well. The experiment with plastic 
treatment media has been commissioned, and has given encouraging 
results. Further modification of the system has been commenced to 
extend the trial and incorporate other design tests.
STOCKING AND/OR RESTOCKING BY ANGLING ASSOCIATIONS
Consents have been issued to introduce the following fish:-
Coarse Fish
Mirror/Common 
Roach 
Bream 
Tench 
Gudgeon 
Rudd
Crucian Carp 
Pike
Non Migratory Trout
Brown Trout 
Rainbow Trout
Full details of these stockings will be available to members at the 
-meeting.
STOCKING BY THE AUTHORITY
(i) Stocking from N.W.W.A . Sources
3,060 rainbow trout were introduced into an Authority Trout Fishery. 
Details will be given to the Committee at the meeting.
(ii) Transfers for Clubs
Fourteen coarse fish transfers were carried out for clubs during 
the period May to July, Nearly 70,000 fish were transferred and full 
details will be available to members at the meeting.
Carp 3,882
19,830
4,400
63
200
11,500
700
12
4,130
54,535
- 3 -
5. FISHERIES MANAGEMENT
Thirty two visits were made by staff during the review period, to give 
fisheries advice or undertake fisheries investigations, including 
netting and electrofishing operations.
6. POLLUTION INCIDENTS AND/OR FISH MORTALITIES
During the period under review 24 investigations were made. Several of 
the reports on fish mortalities were accountable to perch disease. Of 
the remainder the more significant were;-
(i) Rochdale Number 5 Lodge, Trows Lane, Rochdale; On 18th May, 1979, 
fish were reported distressed in the pond. The presence of a 
suspended residue caused by a temporary change in process by a 
factory using the water was discovered, and the discharge stopped.
No fish were killed.
(ii) The Droylsden Arm of the Peak Forest Canal; The canal was partially 
drained on 9th June, 1979, and refilled on 11th June, 1979. The re­
filling was done by fully opening a sluice, and very large quantities 
of organically rich silt were carried into the canal, killing 2,000 
roach, perch, bream and crucian carp of various sizes.
(iii) Eurocrest Motel, Sutton Weaver; On 2nd July, 1979, vandals tipped 
a drum of diesel into the stream feeding this small pond. 200 fish 
were killed, but the pond was netted and the remaining fish trans­
ferred to the Bridgewater Canal at Runcorn.
(iv) Leeds/Liverpool Canal, Bootle; On 2nd July, 1979, roach and tench 
were reported dead in the canal. Investigations revealed that 
several hundred small fish had been killed, apparently several, days 
earlier. There were live, healthy fish present, and the carcasses 
were too decayed to identify any cause of death.
(v) Cimmock Lodge, Rawtenstall; On 2nd July, 1979, 300 5-6 inch roach were 
reported dead in the Lodge. Investigations revealed that heavy plant 
growth stimulated by high nutrients and warm weather was causing over­
night oxygen depletion in the pond.
